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ORDINANCE 10-25 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND KING WILLIAM COUNTY CODE  

CHAPTER 10-93 PERTAINING TO COMPENSATION FOR LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY 
KILLED BY DOGS 

 
 WHEREAS, Ordinance 6-22, adopted May 23, 2022, repealed §10-93, which pertained to 
compensation for livestock and poultry killed by dogs and derived from Ordinance of Feb. 23, 2009.and  

 WHEREAS, the Ordinance shall be reinstated with language parallel to the Code of Virginia  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED that the Board of Supervisors of King William 
County, Virginia, amends the King William County Code Chapter 10-93, as follows: 

Any person who has any livestock or poultry killed or injured by any dog not his own shall be entitled to 
receive as compensation the fair market value of such livestock or poultry not to exceed $1,000 per 
animal or $25 per fowl if (i) the claimant has furnished evidence within 60 days of discovery of the 
quantity and value of the dead or injured livestock and the reasons the claimant believes that death or 
injury was caused by a dog; (ii) the animal control officer or other officer shall have been notified of the 
incident within 72 hours of its discovery; and (iii) the claimant first has exhausted his legal remedies 
against the owner, if known, of the dog doing the damage for which compensation under this section is 
sought. Exhaustion shall mean a judgment against the owner of the dog upon which an execution has 
been returned unsatisfied. 

Local jurisdictions may by ordinance waive the requirements of clause (ii) or (iii) or both provided that 
the ordinance adopted requires that the animal control officer has conducted an investigation and that his 
investigation supports the claim. Upon payment under this section, the local governing body shall be 
subrogated to the extent of compensation paid to the right of action to the owner of the livestock or 
poultry against the owner of the dog and may enforce the same in an appropriate action at law. 

State Law reference – Code of Virginia, § 3.2-6553.  

Done on this 14th day of October 2025. 

A vote on the forgoing is as follows: 


